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At Thingwall Primary School, we embrace the fact that every child is different and, therefore, the educational needs of every child are different – this is certainly the case for children with Special Educational Needs and Disability. 

In terms of what we offer children with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND), this is different for every child and it is important to emphasise that, as much as possible, this provision is designed by the relevant Thingwall Primary staff members working alongside the child, the child’s family and, if necessary, outside agencies (e.g. a Speech and Language Therapist or an Educational Psychologist.)
 In the light of COVID-19 pandemic, well-being and mental health are paramount in our care of all our pupils. Providing support for these specific needs can be reflected in our Mental Health Policy.
1. How does Thingwall Primary School know if children need extra help and what should I do if I think my child may have special educational needs?

Identification specifics to school

The class teacher is the first point of contact for parents who think their child has developed additional needs.  Following this, the class teacher may liaise with the Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Co-ordinator (SENDCO), Mrs Goulding, for further advice and guidance. A meeting may then be arranged with parents/carers if it is felt supplementary assessments or investigations are required. 
The most important point is this: Do not worry unnecessarily- we can work together to help your child. 

2. How will Thingwall Primary staff support my child?
Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum 2014 and includes all the mainstream subject areas but has been adapted by staff to enable all pupils to access each subject in a meaningful and purposeful way for them.  Phonics is taught across EYFS and Key Stages 1 and 2 and is embedded across the curriculum. An emphasis on reading is embedded throughout all subjects, across all years using the VIPERS questioning skills. (Vocabulary Infer Predict Explain Retrieve Summarise). Wherever possible, our locality is used to help make learning more purposeful and relevant to our children.
At Thingwall we feel that it is equally as important to support our pupils pastorally as well as academically; developing the art of being brilliant through our Happiness Project, our school code of conduct ‘The  6R’s’: being responsible, resourceful, respectful, reflective, resilient and able to reason and Behaviour Management techniques taken from ‘When the adult changes, everything changes’ by Paul Dix. 
The class teacher plans lessons for all the pupils in his/her class, differentiates accordingly to suit the pupil’s individual needs and learning style. The class teacher is responsible for the assessment of the children’s progress. 
Multisensory programmes of study are delivered daily with an emphasis on mindfulness and a VAK approach. (Visual, Auditory and Kinaesthetic learning styles). Pupils benefit from a range of teaching and learning styles; a differentiated curriculum; a range of differentiated learning materials (both for reinforcement and extension); assessment  procedures that identify a pupils’ strengths and next steps forward; access to ICT at home and school; extension and catch up sessions; and a broad range of extra-curricular activities. 
Access to the curriculum is important and the school use a wide variety of resources to facilitate this including: Numicon, coloured overlays and iPad apps. Your child may need specialist equipment e.g. writing slopes, pencil grips, posture support cushions and chairs and these will be provided by school or Wirral’s Occupational Therapy Department to help your child make progress.

Pupil Progress meetings are held each term between the class teacher and the Head teacher to discuss the progress of pupils. The shared discussions will highlight what further support or intervention may be needed to increase progress and bring the child back on track to meet end of year targets.
The most important point is this: As stated in Thingwall’s Curriculum Intent Statement: We offer a broad and balanced curriculum, statutory to the National Curriculum 2014 but enhanced with equal weighting with our pastoral pledge to nurture and encourage healthy life styles. 

3. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?

At Thingwall Primary we strive to offer a range of additional provision, bespoke to the individual depending upon need, staff expertise and resources available under the school’s budget capacity. Where we cannot offer these services we seek support from outside agencies and the Wirral Local Authority. Support may include additional in-class support; additional out-of-class support; one-to-one; flexible groupings (including small group work/ peer work); access to specific resources; mentoring; and access to outside agencies that can support the child in the home as well as in school.  Additional provision is overseen by the school’s SENDCo and is designed and implemented by an excellent team of teachers and teaching assistants who regularly receive training in different aspects of the SEND spectrum. Where possible and when available, parents are also invited to attend workshops and trainings to help support their child in specific areas.  

For many children, targeted support will be connected to academic progress in literacy and numeracy. For other children, it may target social interaction, communicating with others, emotional self-regulation, resilience and understanding. It may target physical difficulties such as fine motor control, co-ordination.  
Additional needs are met through daily intervention groups and are recorded on Class Intervention Provision Maps. Examples of intervention groups are; social stories, fine motor skills, co-ordination, memory, speech and language programmes. Where necessary, Individual Provision Maps (IPMs) outline targets and strategies planned for your child’s intervention groups and copies of these are sent home. 

Where children have a social and emotional difficulty (SEMH- Social Emotional Mental Health) or a concentration deficit such as children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) or Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder/ Attention Deficit Disorder (ADHD or ADD), the curriculum and provision for these children is modified further in order that they can access the curriculum more effectively. For example: the learning environment, routines of the day, time out, quiet areas and altered boundaries will be incorporated to help the individual feel comfortable in their learning.  
If your child needs expert support from an outside agency such as a Speech Therapist, School Nurse or a Paediatrician, a referral will be made, with your consent via the school SENDCo.

The Governors at Thingwall Primary School are responsible for the overseeing of all procedures in school and are regularly in school.
The most important point is this: We will support your child in meeting their own potential as much as the school can physically and financially provide and will work in partnership with the family and outside agencies to help your child achieve.

4. How will I know how my child is doing and how will you help me to support my child’s learning?

Every teacher has a Class Intervention Provision Map (CPM) that identifies the individual needs of the class informing the teacher of specific needs and they will cater for this on a daily basis. Provision may include additional in-class support, additional out-of-class support, one-to-one support, flexible groupings (including small group work) or access to specific resources.  Typically, a child with Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities, will have an IPM (Individual Provision Map) which sets out targets that are currently being worked on and outlines what additional provision is being put in place for your child. The content of the IPM is discussed, as appropriate, with the child and the child’s family. Copies of your child’s IPM’s will be sent home when they are reviewed and new targets set termly. In addition, depending upon needs, they may have a One Page Profile (OPP) as part of person centred planning. This is created by meeting with the parents/ carers and child and will detail information so that the child feels comfortable in school. Your child’s view is valued and an important part of the process. One Page Profiles are also good to inform new staff or supply staff when teaching your child for the first time.
Parent Evenings are held termly for teachers to discuss your child’s progress and assessment data is sent home termly to show progress made. At the end of each year you will receive a written report outlining progress made over the year and targets for your child to aim for the following year.
There are opportunities for parent to attend workshops about the curriculum and specific needs. We work closely with SEN consultant, Sue Calveley who leads some of these workshops.

We have an open door policy- if you are still worried or concerned over something please ring to make an appointment with your class teacher or SENDco. 
The most important point is this: You will be informed regularly about your child’s progress through parent evenings, annual reports and where necessary, termly intervention plans and discussions. Staff are available to answer any questions.

5. What support will there be for my child’s overall well being?

Your child’s well being and emotional health is as important as their academic progress. Teachers plan for the holistic development of each child in his/her class, using their detailed knowledge of each individual to promote their confidence and self esteem. 

In the light of COVID-19 pandemic, well-being and mental health are paramount in our care of all our pupils. Providing support for these specific needs can be reflected in our Mental Health Policy. 

The school offers a wide variety of pastoral support for pupils who encounter emotional difficulties, including:

· Teachers and Teaching Assistants readily available to discuss issues and concerns

· Person centred planning
· Mindfulness sessions and tranquil areas in school 

· Self soothe personal boxes, Worry Monsters, Worry Dolls, Fiddle toys, sensory materials.

· Guest visitors to promote healthy lifestyles such as Freddie Fit, Yoga, Art of being Brilliant, peripatetic music lessons, whole school themed days. At present, in the light of COVID-19, external visitors are kept to a minimum and only as a necessity, wearing PPE to protect all. 
· If a pupil has a medical need then a detailed Health Care Plan is compiled with parents/ carers and the School SENDCo and where needed, a consultation with the School Nurse from the Greasby Hub Team or Jane Catton - Specialist Nurse for Children with Medical/Physical Needs Nurse –with parents/carers.

· All staff are trained in first aid including anaphylaxis. All teachers and teaching assistants are trained in how to use a defibrillator and school has one on the premises, in the hall. 
·  Medicines can be administered in school but only where a signed medical consent form by parents/ carers is in place to ensure the safety of both child and staff member. Administration is signed and dated along with a second signature as a witness. Medicine must come to school in its original casing with a pharmacy label stating the child’s name and the dosage instructions. Inhalers must come with a spacer and an asthmatic form for administration (can be accessed from school office)  
We pride ourselves on how we promote children’s well being and emotional health at Thingwall Primary School~ hence our Happiness Project Award.
The most important point is this: We teach for the whole child- academically and pastorally.
6. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the school?

Parents and staff can access The Local Offer on www.wirral.gov.uk (also accessible from our SEND button on the school website). The Local Offer can answer many of your questions and open doors to other agencies that may give you support for your child.

The school accesses a range of specialist services including:

· School Nurse 
· Speech and Language Therapist 
· Occupational Therapist 
· Educational Psychologists
· Sue Calveley-SEN consultant
· Educational Welfare Officer
· Vision and Hearing Support
· Outreach support from specialist schools, e.g. Gilbrook and Stanley
· Specialist support from Portage/Autism Social Communication Team
· Social Services – Wirral Gateway
· Social Care Family Support Worker
· Paediatricians – accessed via school nurse and/or GPs
· Local Authority Education Health Care Plans and Pupil Funding Teams
· Wired/Parent Partnership
· Wirral Autistic Society
· Child and Family
· CAMHs (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Service)
· Minority Ethnic Achievement Service (MEAS)
· Special Educational Needs Assessment Advice Team (SENAAT) 
What training do staff have with supporting children and young people with SEND?
Senior leaders, teachers and teaching assistants are skilled in meeting the individual learning, behavioural and social needs of our children and will seek advice from the authority when felt it is needed. Continued Professional Development incorporates aspects of SEND for staff annually and certain topics are revisited regularly.

All teaching staff and some non-teaching staff have received training related to SEND including sessions on:

· Autism

· Social Communication Difficulties

· Speech and Language
· Processing 

· Developmental Co-ordination Disorder
· Dyslexia
· ADHD and ADD
· Dyscalculia

· Occupational Therapy and strategies to use within the classroom

· Social Emotional Behavioural Needs
· Support from CAMHs 
· First Aid, Paediatric First Aid, Anaphylaxis, Diabetes.
· English as a second language (EALs)
Ten members of staff have achieved Level 2 in Understanding Children and Young People’s Mental Health Award July 2019.
 The most important point is this: Staff are regularly updated with SEND training. The school makes regular communication with outside agencies and can direct parents to most appropriate services when school is unable to provide it. The Local Offer is easily at hand online via our school website under SEN tab or can be found via a search engine, typing in Wirral Local Offer. 
7. How will my child be included in activities outside the classroom including school trips?
It is worth pointing out that we do not offer targeted extra-curricular activities for children with Special Educational Needs & Disabilities, but instead, actively try to ensure that all of our extra-curricular activities are adapted for children’s specific needs wherever possible.  We are delighted with the number of pupils with Special Educational Needs who participate fully in school trips, residential, extra-curricular clubs, art endeavours, sports teams and school committees (e.g. our School Council). As a fully inclusive school, all children participate in whole school curriculum and off site activities. The extent to which each child participates and the levels of support received will vary between children, but we differentiate the activities and expectations to enable all children to take part.
The most important point is this: We are an all- inclusive school and endeavour to include all children in activities at varying degrees of involvement, depending upon need.
8. How accessible is the school environment?

Thingwall Primary School is a single story building with wheel chair access and disabled toilet facilities. The site is both safe and secure during the school day. We regularly practise fire drills and emergency lock down procedures with the children, explaining why we do these in a child-friendly manner. Due to COVID-19, children are kept safe in their own learning bubble with designated areas and boundaries in set in place. Please see our school COVID-19 risk assessment on the school website for further measures. 
        The most important point is this: School is safe, secure and accessible.
9. How will the school prepare and support my child when joining Thingwall Primary School or transferring to a new school?

Parents and children are welcome to look around Thingwall Primary School at any time on prior appointment to see what provision we offer and whether you feel we can meet the needs of your child. (Due to COVID-19, at present visiting the school in person is not permitted but we do have a virtual tour, notably for new children starting in FS2)
If worried, your child will be offered some additional transition time. Often we find a short transition is most successful. 
Transition to secondary school can be a worrying time for both parents and the child so at Thingwall Primary School we do additional transition visits in liaison with the secondary schools for particular children and talk at length to Secondary teachers about the children’s special educational needs and disabilities. We ensure all paperwork is passed on to them and they are made aware of any special requirements- educationally, physically, medically and pastorally. In the light of COVID-19, secondary schools will provide their own virtual tours and transition on line.
The most important point is this: Transition to Thingwall and to secondary school is planned in advance and can be flexible, depending upon need.
10. How are your resources allocated or matched to children’s educational needs?
Most of the resources used to meet your child’s educational needs are available within the classroom- sanitised regular to protect from COVID-19. Funding may also be targeted on further additional resources, staffing costs, staff training, specialist support/outside agencies and time allocated to the SENDCO to manage and monitor the support.  
Where school cannot solely meet the needs for your child, school can apply for further funding from the local authority via an Education Health Care Plan (EHCP) or an Pupil Funding Agreement (PFA). The applications are written together with parents and the child with short and long term aspirations stated and needs outlined. 
Pupils with SEND who are also eligible for Pupil Premium, (Forces children, Free School Meals, children who are in care or are adopted) will have additional funding that will be planned for to support their learning.  
The Governors Standards Committee is responsible for ensuring that Pupil Premium funding is spent appropriately for each child who is entitled to it. 
The following link from Wirral Council’s website explains whether you can register your child for the pupil premium funding available to schools:

 https://www.wirral.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/funding-and-financial-support/free-school-meals-pupil-premium 
Please check the eligibility criteria.  It is important to apply even if your child receives a free school meal as this also registers your child for the pupil premium funding available to schools.

The most important point is this: Thingwall will use a range of resources available and will seek help from the local authority when resources are not. 

Pupil Premium expenditure can be seen on the school website. 
If you feel your child is entitled to Pupil Premium, please see the web link above.
11. How is the decision made about how much support my child will receive?

On a daily basis the class teacher determines the level of support for individual children within the class. When children whose SEND circumstances or health requirements indicate that additional support may be required, discussions are held between the class teacher, parents and senior leaders to determine what this may be. Typically, this support continues to be provided from within the class, but may be targeted at specific times. If evidence suggests that even higher levels of support or funding may be beneficial this may be agreed by senior leaders as the resources are often provided within the school or delivered from outside agencies. Where school cannot financially provide what is needed, requests to the authority are made. The Wirral Authority make the final decisions upon financial support. Applications have to be evidenced over time to prove what is and what is not effective in supporting the child. This is called an Assess-Plan-Do-Review cycle. 
The most important point is this: The child is at the centre of all decisions made for them (and where possible with them). Decisions are based on assessment evidence, professional advice, parent, professional and child viewpoints.
12. How will I be involved in discussions about planning for my child’s education?

All parents are encouraged to contribute to their child’s education. This may be through:

· Discussions with the class teacher   




· Parent evening meetings (virtual/ telephone/ in person)




· Discussions with other professionals
· Secondary transition meetings

· Annual reviews
· Short and long term aspirations

· Person Centred Planning for a One Page Profile

· All About Me early years transition booklets
The most important point is this: Parents are partners when planning for their child’s education. It is the parent’s responsibility to support their child at home and contribute to planning with the professionals in school.
13. Who can I contact for further information or if I have any issues or concerns?

The first point of contact for anything related to your child’s education is the class teacher. We encourage parents not to wait for the next formal opportunity to meet but to contact us on an ongoing basis. Presently, by telephone or email via school email: schooloffice@thingwall.wirral.sch.uk .  The school SENDCo is also available via the school email or telephone.  
Please also see the Wirral Local Authority Local Offer. You can obtain this through our School Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) under Admissions or under SEND. You can also obtain this via www.wirral.gov.uk and type in The Local Offer or via our VLE on the tool bar. 
If you feel your matter still has not been dealt with you can follow the procedures outlined in our school complaints policy, which is on our school website under policies.

The most important point is this:
Point of call:

School email: schooloffice@thingwall.wirral.sch.uk  or telephone 0151 648 4885

Head Teacher Mrs Evans on the above contacts

Special Educational Needs & Disability Co-ordinator (SENDCo): 

Mrs Goulding (school office email or telephone as above) 

SEN Governors:Payal Suchdev (school office email or telephone as above)
